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residue called GSR, for gun shot residue.
There are little bits of slug and casing as
well. The analyzer can tell you if an indi-
vidual has fired a gun or not.
What about archeological applications?
Our analyzer was used by one of the con-
servators for the C.S.S. Hunley, the Confed-
erate submarine. The analyzer was used to
learn more about the steel from various parts
of the sub, to get some idea of whether it was
cast or wrought, or how the parts were made.
The Smithsonian Institution also has one of
our analyzers, to get a quick read on the met-
allurgy of a particular artifact.

Why do your customers
choose your analyzer?

Two factors, really. Portability rules in
our business, so it’s good that our design
is the smallest and lightest. But more sig-
nificantly, we use an x-ray tube, not ra-
dioactive isotopes. Our analyzer is easier
to travel with, and you don’t have to worry
about the liability of losing or not properly
accounting for those isotopes. Also, the
built-in Pocket PC allows for greater flex-
ibility, enabling wireless options like GPS,
printing or transferring data via the
internet.

What's next for Innov-X Systems?

Our mandate is to grow profitably and
gradually, based on our ability to serve our
customers’ needs. We've just released our
new analyzer — it’s about half the size of
the old one. We also announced our lead
paint detector, the world’s first lead
analyzer that doesn’t require radioactive
isotopes.

How does ASM factor
into your company’s success?

We’ve been active at ASM shows and we
ran a “Fast Track” last year in Columbus at
the Materials Solutions Exposition. It’s a
great way to meet and talk with our cus-
tomers. | also like to visit ASM chapters,
which is another way of going where our
customers are. I’ve been to the ASM Birm-
ingham Chapter, the Houston Chapter and
a number of Canadian chapters as well.

What I find interesting — and this is true
of alot of ASM members I’ve met — is that
they will give you valuable input about
new and novel applications. I've talked
with ASM members who want to measure
catalysts, liquids, polymers and precious
metals. | listen to what they have to say be-
cause you never know — it could be a po-
tential market of 40 or 50 units, which
would represent an excellent opportunity
for us. Talking with ASM members keeps
us connected to our markets.
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